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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days wilt 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will ajjply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 ) ^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on Oct B, 2001 . 

2a) K This action is FIIMAL. 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3)0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 
4)K Claim(s) 1-6 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
b)\J aaim(s) 



6) SI Claim(s) 1-6 

7) 0 aaim(s) 

8) 0 Claims 



is/are pending in the application. 
_ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 
9)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved blD disapproved. 

1 2) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) n Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
a)D All blD Some* clD None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 



Attachment(s) 

1 5) □ Notice of Refererwes Cited (PTO-892) 

16) [[] Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

17) n Information Disclosure Statement{s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s|. 



18) Q Interview Smrwnary (PTO-413) Paper Nots). 

1 9) O Notice of Infomnal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

20) 0 Other: 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 
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1. Claim 3 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper dependent form for 
failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel the 
claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the 
claim(s) in independent form. 

Claim 3 only recites that the cam ring is engageable with both the. upper and lower 
segments; however, claim 1 already recites that the cam ring is in direct engagement with the 
upper and lower tread mold members (which comprise the upper and lower segments, 
respectively). Therefore, claim 3 does not recite additional structure of the mold, and thus does 
not further limit the subject matter of claim 1. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ~ 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Great Britain 
Patent 1,248,891 (Figures 1-5). 

British '891 teaches a vulcanizing mold comprising upper and lower sidewall mold 
members integrally attached to upper and lower base plates, upper 42 and lower 10 tread mold 
members indirectly attached to the upper and lower base plates and being constituted of upper 
segments and lower segments, respectively, the upper and lower segments being displaceable only 
radially relative to the upper and lower sidewall mold members, a single cam ring 43 in direct 
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engagement with the upper and lower tread mold members (see especially Figures 4 and 5, 
showing that the cam ring engages with a tapered portion of the lower segments 1 1 which is 
radially outward from the recess 34), the cam ring being always in engagement with the upper 
segments, the cam ring being adapted to be displaced independently of approaching displacements 
of the sidewall mold members toward each other to thereby simultaneously displace the upper and 
lower segments radially inwards while the upper and lower segments are in abutment with each 
other, and abutment means 79, 80 on the upper base plate and the cam ring for defining the upper 
limit position of the cam ring relative to the upper base plate. British '891 also teaches a method 
of vulcanizing a tire with such a mold, the method comprising displacing the upper and lower 
sidewall mold members toward each other so that the upper and lower segments are brought into 
abutment with each other, and operating the cam ring to simultaneously displace all of the 
segments radially inwards relative to the upper and lower sidewall members, with the upper 
segments in abutment with the lower segments. 

4. Applicant's arguments filed Oct. 9, 2001, have been fijlly considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that British '891 does not teach that the cam ring is in direct engagement 
with the lower segments; however, such is clearly shown in Figures 4 and 5, wherein the inwardly 
tapered surface of the cam ring engages with an outwardly tapered surface of the lower segments 
1 1 (which is radially outwardly from the recess 34). 
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5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi*om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until afl:er 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated fi*om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS fi-om the date of this 
final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi*om the examiner 
should be directed to James Mackey whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 195. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday fi-om 8:30AM to 6:00PM. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner*s supervisor, Mr, Nam Nguyen, can be 
reached at (703) 308-3322. The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 305-7718. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-065 1 . Any inquiry 
relating to the contents or papers filed in this application, other than issues of substance requiring 
the attention of the Examiner, should be directed to the Customer Service Office, Technology 
Center 1700, whose telephone number is (703) 306-5665. 



MACKEY/jpm 
November 19, 2001 
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